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US Supreme Court 
extends relief 
for ‘Dreamers’ 


Justices refuse to hear Trump plea 


for a quick ruling on ending DACA 


BY DAVID G. SAVAGE 
Tribune Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON 
he U.S. Supreme Court 
handed President Don- 
ald Trump a significant 
defeat Monday, turning 
down the administration’s plea 
for a quick ruling that would 
have upheld the president’s 
power to end special protections 


for so-called Dreamers. 

The court’s decision keeps in 
place a legal shield for nearly 
700,000 young immigrants for 
the rest of this year, and per- 
haps longer, allowing people 
who have been covered by the 
Obama-era Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals program to 
continue living and working 
legally in the U.S. Those whose 
existing DACA permits expire 
this year will also be allowed to 


apply for another two-year per- 
mit. 

Although the court’s action 
removes for now the threat of 
job loss and deportation, it also 
will extend the long-term un- 
certainty for the Dreamers - 
young immigrants who were 
brought to the U.S. illegally as 
children. Congress has been 
stymied on a legislative solution 
to their situation, and without 
an immediate deadline to force 


Immigration authorities make arrests in 
Sacramento over the weekend. 1B 


NEARBY WINTER WONDERLAND 


Clarissa Schnitzius of Penn Valley and her children Colby and Sarah, foreground, and Danielle, background, make snowmen Monday at 
Margaret G. Scotten Elementary School in Grass Valley. “Normally we have to drive all the way to Tahoe to play in the snow. This is great, 
only 10 minutes away,” said Schnitzius. Rain and snow pelted Sacramento and the Sierra on Monday and there’s more on the way. 1B 


action, lawmakers almost cer- 
tainly will not try again to forge 
a compromise on immigration 
before this fall’s midterm elec- 
tions. 

Last September, Trump an- 
nounced that he would end the 
DACA program and gave Con- 
gress until March 5 to pass legis- 
lation to resolve the legal status 
of the Dreamers. Then, in early 
January, U.S. District Judge 
William Alsup in San Francisco 
ordered the government to keep 
the DACA program running 
until legal challenges could be 
fully aired, ruling that Trump’s 
order had been based on a 
“flawed legal premise.” A dis- 
trict judge in New York this 
month issued a similar ruling. 

In seeking to get Alsup’s or- 
der overturned, the Justice De- 
partment sought to leapfrog the 
U.S. appeals court in California, 
asking the Supreme Court to 
grant an “immediate review” of 
Alsup’s nationwide order. 

The action the administration 
sought was rare. It has been 
nearly 30 years since the Su- 
preme Court granted review of 


SEE DREAMERS, 2A 
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Sacramento sues Wells Fargo, says it 
discriminated against blacks, Latinos 


BY RYAN LILLIS 
RLillis@sacbee.com 


The city of Sacramento has 
filed a federal lawsuit against 
Wells Fargo alleging the bank- 
ing giant steers African Amer- 
ican and Latino borrowers into 
high-risk and high-cost mort- 
gages. 

The suit, filed Friday in U.S. 
District Court in Sacramento, 
also seeks monetary damages 
against Wells Fargo, alleging 
the mortgages forced the city 
“to divert resources intended 
for other programs” to provide 
services to blighted neighbor- 
hoods impacted by the lending 
practices. 
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DISCRIMINATORY LENDING IS REPREHENSIBLE 
AND UNDERMINES THE ECONOMIC FUTURE 
WE ARE FIGHTING FOR IN SACRAMENTO. 


Mayor Darrell Steinberg in text message 


pressed property values in mi- 
nority and low income commu- 
nities in Sacramento, reduced 
the city’s property tax revenues, 
and increased the cost of pro- 
viding municipal services such 
as police, fire fighting and code 
enforcement,” the city’s lawsuit 
reads. 

Four confidential witnesses 


employees told the city there 
was “a wide pattern and prac- 
tice at Wells Fargo in which 
employees intentionally steered 
minority borrowers into higher 
cost loans because of their race 
and ethnicity.” 

One witness told city attor- 
neys that Wells Fargo loan offi- 
cers racially profiled borrowers’ 


witness said that a lack of Span- 
ish-speaking loan officers in the 
Sacramento area led to many 
Spanish-speaking borrowers 
agreeing to loans that “were 
more expensive than neces- 
sary.” 

The city is asking a jury to 
determine what monetary dam- 
ages, if any, Wells Fargo should 
pay. 

“Discriminatory lending is 
reprehensible and undermines 
the economic future we are 
fighting for in Sacramento,” 
Mayor Darrell Steinberg said in 
a text message. “The city will do 
all in its power to protect our 
residents and neighborhoods 
from the impact of these prac- 
tices.” 

Wells Fargo spokeswoman 
Julie Campbell said “the city’s 
accusations against Wells Fargo 
do not reflect how we operate in 
the communities we serve.” 


Driverless 
cars are 
expected 
in state 
in April 


BY TONY BIZJAK 
tbizjak@sacbee.com 


A moment that once be- 
longed only in sci-fi novels is 
now a month away in Cali- 
fornia. 

Starting in early April, auto 
manufacturers and tech- 
nology companies will be free 
to put cars onto California 
city streets for testing with no 
one at the wheel - and in fact 
no one even in the car. 

The Department of Motor 
Vehicles received legal ap- 
proval Monday to publish the 
ground rules - and will begin 
issuing permits in a month. 

“This is a major step for- 
ward for autonomous tech- 
nology in California,” DMV 
Director Jean Shiomoto said 
in a press statement. “Safety 
is our top concern and we are 
ready to begin working with 
manufacturers that are pre- 
pared to test fully driverless 
vehicles in California.” 

Car and tech companies are 
saying little so far about when 
they will seek permits and 
where they will do their test- 
ing. But 50 companies have 
registered with the state to do 
some sort of testing, and state 
officials say California repre- 
sents a prime national market 
for companies eager to take 
the technology to the next 
level. 

Uber, a company that has 
clashed several times with 
California regulators, lauded 
the DMV for taking a “signif- 
icant step,” but indicated it is 
looking for the state to push 
its comfort zone even further 
by allowing for testing of 
autonomous trucks as well. 

“This is a significant step 


SEE DRIVERLESS, 7A 


CAPITOL & CALIFORNIA 


UNION FEES 
ON THE LINE 


The U.S. Supreme Court 
hears arguments in Janus 
v. AFSCME, a case that 
would deal a financial 
blow to unions. 3A 


CAPITOL & CALIFORNIA 


OSE OUT OF RACE 
FOR GOVERNOR 


Republican Doug Ose 
drops out of the race 
for governor, citing a 
crowded field and a 
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